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61 was overjoyed on approaching a cultivated tract of country to find a field of wheat, ripe for the harvest, evincing the great Creator's bountiful hand, and hesitated not, without a scruple, to possess myself of an occasional handful as I passed along, rubbing the ears and eating as I went, to save that time I deemed so precious ; for my anxiety to reach the Rajah and employment, increased as the day advanced. I had traversed near thirty koss on foot, scarcely having halted since the dawning day ; this to a young man who had been through life indulged by the luxury of a horse for exercise, whilst under the parental roof, may be imagined to have been no trifling undertaking. But buoyant youth filled with hopes of honour and preferment is regardless of those difficulties which must subdue the indolent or less aspiring spirit.
4 At the extremity of a large field through which I had to pass, my eye rested on a man with two oxen, certain indications, I imagined, of a well of water being adjacent for the purpose of irrigation, towards whom I approached sufficiently near to inquire if a draught of pure water could be obtained for a thirsty traveller. The sturdy farmer-looking man seemed to view me with scrutiny, without deigning to reply; my question was repeated with civility, but no answer was given, and I then fancied his looks foreboded no good meaning ; he held in his hand a large heavy stick studded at the top with iron rings (in common use with the lower orders of people as a weapon of defence against robbers, tigers, wolves, or reptiles), but as I stood far enough off to be out of immediate danger of a sudden attack, if such was premeditated, the surly look of his countenance gave me little concern until he called out in a commanding tone, " Youngster ! off with your garments ; lay down those bow and arrows instantly, or I will fell you to the earth with this staff that is in my hand ! " which he raised in a position to prove himself in earnest.
6 My surprise was great, but it did not put me off my guard, and I replied with courage, that his insolent demand would not meet with a willing compliance ; I was able to defend myself, young as I was, against his treacherous intentions on an unoffending traveller ; and I prepared my bow in the expectation that he would either be deterred, or leave me no